
Upper West Shore School District #33​
 Regular Board Meeting of Trustees ​

 May 19, 2025 – 5:30 PM 

 

Open Meeting 

 The meeting was called to order by Greg Simonson at 5:20 PM. Trustees Ron 
Tjaden and Arnold Bjork were also present,. Also present were Superintendent 
Carolyn Hall, Principal Brycen Ek, and District Clerk RaSena Christopher. A 
sign-in sheet of additional attendees is available upon request. 

 

1. Accepting Trustee Election by Acclamation – Action Item 

Trustees Ron Tjaden, Arnold Bjork, and Greg Simonson were elected by 
acclamation.​
Motion by Arnold Bjork, second by Ron Tjaden.​
Vote: All in favor – Motion passed. 

2. Oath of Office for New Trustee – Administered by County Superintendent 

Brandon Scheer was sworn in by County Superintendent Carolyn Hall. 

3. Reorganization of the Board – Action Items 

a. Elect Board Chair​
Arnold nominated Ron Tjaden as Chair. Seconded by Brandon Scheer.​
Vote: All in favor – Ron Tjaden elected Chair.​
​
b. Elect Vice Chair​
Arnold nominated Brandon Scheer as Vice Chair. Ron Tjaden seconded.​
Vote: All in favor – Brandon Scheer elected Vice Chair. 

4. Appoint Board Clerk – Action Item 

Arnold Bjork moved to reappoint RaSena Christopher as District Clerk. Ron 
Tjaden seconded.​
Vote: All in favor – Motion passed. 

5. Canvassing of General Fund Levy Votes – Action Item 

Election Results:​
- 187 votes for​
- 118 votes against​



- 305 total votes cast​
All board members signed the canvass.​
Motion by Arnold Bjork, second by Ron Tjaden.​
Vote: All in favor – Motion passed. 

Old Business: 

1. Approve April 21, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes – Action Item 

Motion by Arnold Bjork, second by Ron Tjaden.​
​ Vote: All in favor – Motion passed. 

2. Approve Warrants, POs & JVs – Action Item 

The Board of Trustees reviewed and approved all claims and credit card 
transactions as presented, confirming compliance with applicable purchasing 
policies and allowable use of public funds. 

Motion by Ron Tjaden, second by Arnold Bjork.​
​ Vote: All in favor – Motion passed. 

IEC - No Report 

Teachers - No Report 

Dayton PTO - No Report 

Principal Report - Byrcen Ek 

1.​ General Report 

General Report: 

- Upper grades visited Big Creek​
​ - Kindergarten Round-up held​
​ - Enrollment trending positively​
​ - Lakeside Lunch program initiated and going well​
​ - River Honoring and Ag Days went well​
 

2. 2025-2026 School Calendar – Action Item 

Proposed Calendar: 1095 hours, 144 days​
Motion by Arnold Bjork, second by Brandon Scheer​
Vote: All in favor – Motion passed. 

3. Somers School Supported Lunch – Action Item 



Proposal to implement catered lunch service at Dayton at $2.75 per child, one 
day a week for four months.​
Motion by Arnold Bjork, second by Brandon Scheer.​
Vote: All in favor – Motion passed. 

 

 

CLERK - RaSena Christopher 

1. Budget vs. Actual Report – Action Item 

$105,000 remaining in the General Fund​
Motion by Ron Tjaden, second by Arnold Bjork.​
Vote: All in favor – Motion passed. 

2. Authorization to Renew Bids – Action Item 

Items included landscaping, snow removal, cleaning, and summer prep.​
      Request to obtain quote from "Looking Good Landscaping."​
     Action: Item was tabled. 

3. Approve 2nd Semester Claims for Transportation Contracts – Action Item 

Motion by Ron Tjaden, second by Brandon Scheer.​
Vote: All in favor – Motion passed. 

 

 

 

County Superintendent - Carolyn Hall 

 

1. Approval of 2025-2026 Collective Bargaining Agreement – Action Item 

Request to table until next month, pertinent discussion that will be included.  

Superintendent presented health insurance change and discussed adoption of 
STARS Act and how that will affect salary matrix, and the consideration of​
two employees who will be recommended for one-time stipend in lieu of increase.​
Note: One-year agreement. 

 

 



2. Resolution for County to Conduct Elections – Action Item 

Motion by Arnold Bjork, second by Ron Tjaden.​
​ Vote: All in favor – Motion passed. 

3. Recommendation to Approve MSSA Agreement – Action Item 

Motion by Arnold Bjork, second by Ron Tjaden.​
​ Vote: All in favor – Motion passed. 

4. Recommendation to Hire Classified Staff for 2025-2026 – Action Item 

Motion by Arnold Bjork, second by Brandon Scheer.​
Vote: All in favor – Motion passed.​
​
Hires:​
- Dee Oberg (.6/week as nurse; .4 Para)​
- Jen Nelson, Admin Assist.​
- Cameron Kauffman, Custodial/Cleaning​
- Melanie Mills, Para​
- Jen Voelker, Para​
ASP: Christiana Koslosky, Cassidy Hubbard​
Request: Advertise for 1 FTE Para position. 

5. Approval to Send Out-of-District Notices for June Meeting – Action Item 

Motion by Arnold Bjork, second by Ron Tjaden.​
​ Vote: All in favor – Motion passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Comment: 

Arnold Bjork asked if the district could post testing scores online – Discussion followed. 

Adjournment: 

Motion to adjourn by Brandon Scheer, second by Ron Tjaden, motion passed, at 6:57 
PM. 

 


